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placed over the head and on the shoulders of one of the Gonds It had two small holes in it through which it was possible for him to see He swam quietly with the garia on his head into the midst of the duck, and as he passed he put up his hand and pulled one after another under the water, until he had three. Each duck, as it went down, made a slight flutter, but it was only momentary; and this garra, like the rest, passed through the midst of the birds and came gently toward the other side of the tank Near the edge it went under water, and did not reappear. Instead, a man stepped out of the water under cover of the reeds, carrying the three duck in his hand. In this way the Gonds are able, without the necessity for a gun or a gun licence, and without expenditure on powder and shot, to replenish their larder
In the Balaghat District I was walking into camp with a Baiga* after a good ride from my last camp As I came near my tents, I saw a pipal (fig) tree, with a number of green pigeons feeding on the fruit I said to my companion that I must come in the evening and get one or two of these. In a very short time he turned up at my tent with half a dozen green pigeon in his hand They were alive, but unable to fly. His plan was to take some bird-lime of his own private manufacture, and smear with it one or two of the branches of the pipal near the fruit. A bird would step on this lime, and then, feeling that there was something sticky and uncomfortable on its foot, clean the foot against the feathers of its breast The result was that the wings of the bird adhered to the breast feathers After this had been going on for a short time, the Baiga and his friends raised a sudden shout below the tree The birds immediately raised their feet and attempted to fly away. Those whose feathers had been smeared found that their wings would not act, and fell like lifeless bodies to the ground where the Baiga made them prisoners My companion had not been accustomed to meeting European officers,
*
* The Baigas are a wild tribe with certain priestly functions among the aborigines